3I4                  PROBLEMS OF POWER
economic (and perhaps military) struggle of which the Pacific Ocean is soon to be the scene. The Americans have been dredging their harbour at San-Juan in Porto Rico since 1908, and have already given it an average depth of twenty-eight feet. Galveston, where they are still hard at work, is rapidly becoming the third Atlantic Port of the United States. Key West has been bridged to the Continent, over 100 miles of sea, by a railway that is one of the marvels of modern engineering. At Santiago, in Cuba, and at Colon, the Americans are constructing feverishly and well. But meanwhile the Germans are prospecting the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico for coaling stations or ports of call, and, after having secured a coaling station at Haiti, have already settled on a point in the Danish West Indies, the island of Saint Thomas, which the United States tried to buy in 1902, yet which Danish nationalism seems now incompetent to hold. Out in the Pacific, west and south of Panama, Germany is linking up her possessions by wireless telegraphy. When the Canal is opened, France will have, a little to the south of the British Imperial "All-Red Route/' an All-Blue Route belting the globe. The belt of French Colonies or Possessions reaches from Tahiti through the Canal, by Guadeloupe and Martinique to Dakar, thence to Bordeaux and Brest and, by the Rhone Valley, to Marseilles, where, once again taking to the sea, and skirting the North-African Coast from Algiers to Bizerta, it proceeds through the Suez Canal to Jibutil in the Persian Gulf, and to the Grand Co-mores, Madagascar and La Reunion in the Indian Ocean. It then turns northward, touching Asia at Saigon; and, passing ^thence "just to the north of Australia, finds in the New Hebrides and in New Caledonia (where Australia may one day procure the iron of which she stands in need) its last station before it is riveted again at Tahiti, in mid-Pacific. There an official mission is already investigating the problem of preserving for France commercial predominance in the Polynesian Seas. It is unnecessary to await